Comparison of three files to prepare curved root canals.
Flex-R, Ultra-Flex (Ni-Ti construction), and K-type files were compared using a circumferential filing technique on 96 extracted human maxillary molars. Buccal canals with minimal initial curvature of 24 degrees were used. The maximal initial curvature was 52 degrees. Canal curvature was measured before and after filling, and changes were analyzed statistically. The angle of curvature was better maintained with the Flex-R and Ultra-Flex files.